University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-29-1991

U.S. Congresspersons Ask Salvadoran President To
Put An End To Pattern Of Human Rights Abuses
By Soldiers
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "U.S. Congresspersons Ask Salvadoran President To Put An End To Pattern Of Human Rights Abuses By Soldiers."
(1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/5291

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 067234
ISSN: 1089-1560

U.S. Congresspersons Ask Salvadoran President To Put An
End To Pattern Of Human Rights Abuses By Soldiers
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, March 29, 1991
On March 25, Rep. George Brown (D-Calif.) told reporters that 51 members of Congress signed
a letter addressed to President Alfredo Cristiani urging him to end human rights violations by
the armed forces. Brown said the letter, dated March 18, details a series of violations committed
by soldiers in rural refugee resettlement communities. The letter indicated that the charges are
based on observations made by congressional delegations who have visited the resettlement sites,
and by US-based and international humanitarian groups involved in the reintegrating refugees
into Salvadoran society. The congresspersons note two specific incidents carried out by soldiers
in Cuzcatlan department in November 1990. One of the incidents consisted aerial bombing and
machinegun fire against residents of the Chanqueso community as they were working in the fields,
resulting in the death of one person, and injury to 10 others. Next, soldiers occupied the homes
of residents of the Mora resettlement community, on grounds that inhabitants are members of
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The congresspersons observed such
incidents are indicative of a pattern of human rights violations and abuses of authority by the
Salvadoran military. This conduct, the US legislators concluded, is reminiscent of the "chilling"
attitude displayed by certain high-ranking officers with respect to the Jesuit priests before they were
murdered. (Basic data from EFE, 03/25/91)
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